Saint Patrick Catholic Church
PARISH POLICY:

WEDDING CELEBRATIONS

Only weddings involving at least one Catholic party that are in conformity with the laws and the practices of the Catholic Church may be scheduled at St. Patrick Church.  The pastor nor the deacon of St. Patrick Church are not available either to assist with diocesan-required couple preparation and paperwork or to officiate weddings involving Catholics who are not registered, active members of St. Patrick Church. 

REQUIRED WEDDING PAPERWORK 

If a non-registered, non-active parishioner, the Catholic party must present to St. Patrick Church no later than one week prior to the scheduled wedding the completed marriage paperwork to be filed and retained; that paperwork must include

· a pre-nuptial questionnaire,

· copies of Catholic’s baptismal certificate (including all notations) issued within the last six months,

· if applicable, granted marriage impediment dispensations, and

· a letter from the minister who assisted the couple with preparation affirming that all required preparation and paperwork has been successfully completed.
REQUIRED INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR All WEDDING RECEPTIONS 

Although weddings celebrated within the church are included, wedding receptions held on church property are not included under the parish insurance coverage.  Therefore, the Catholic bride or groom must complete either a Facility Usage/Indemnity Agreement or an Application for Special Events Coverage (copies available from our parish secretary).  If the Agreement is used, the Catholic bride or groom must provide the completed Agreement form to St. Patrick Church office no later than one week prior the wedding along with a certificate of insurance documenting general liability coverage in the amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence and it must name St. Patrick Church and the Catholic Diocese of Nashville as an additional insured; it is not adequate to obtain a certificate of insurance which simply names St. Patrick as a "certificate holder".  If the Application for Special Events Coverage is used, there is no fee but it must be completed and submitted to Catholic Mutual by mail or fax no earlier than six months in advance of the wedding and no later than 15 days prior to the wedding.  A copy of the completed Application must be provided St. Patrick Church office no later than one week prior to the wedding. 

S E A T I N G
Although more can be “crowded” in, the church allows comfortable seating for 200.
S A T U R D A Y S 

Given availability, weddings may be scheduled between 10:30 am and 1:00 pm and 6:00 pm and 7:30 pm on Saturdays. 

S E T U P / C L E A N U P 

Decoration prior to the celebration may begin no earlier than one hour before the scheduled celebration.  Decoration removal and clean up must be completed immediately after each celebration. 

C A N D E L A B R A 

Candelabra may be used but only with drip-less type candles. 

F L O W E R S   A N D   F L O W E R   G I R L S
Floral arrangements are permissible but may not be placed upon the main Altar.  Flower girls are permitted; however, nothing may be dropped to the floor during processions.
F U R N I T U R E 

No furniture within the church may be moved other than the two kneelers. 

B E V E R A G E S 

No beverages, either alcoholic or otherwise, may be brought into the church before, during, or after a wedding celebration.  Beverages may be served only after weddings at receptions conducted in the parish cafeteria and are not to be carried outside the cafeteria. 

S M O K I N G 

Smoking is not permitted inside the church/cafeteria building. 

R I C E 

Nothing (including rice) may be thrown following weddings. 

M U S I C

All couples must contact our parish choir director/keyboardist, Stephanie Hahn Nolan (615-750-5194), regarding musical arrangements. 
F E E S 

All checks must be made payable to St. Patrick Church.
$150 CLEANING DEPOSIT

This deposit applies to ALL WEDDINGS scheduled at St. Patrick Church and is separate from and in addition to fees listed below.  This deposit will not be returned …

 if any wax from candelabras drops on wooden or carpeted floors,
 if flower girls during processions drop anything to the floor,
 if anything is thrown following the wedding, 

 if decoration removal and clean up is not completed immediately after each celebration, and 

 if all beverages are not confined inside the cafeteria. 

Otherwise, this deposit check will be torn up or returned whichever the couple prefers.  This deposit must be submitted two or more weeks prior to the scheduled wedding.
$250 CHURCH RENTAL FEE 

This fee applies to all weddings involving Catholics who are not registered and active parish contributors when only the church is being rented.  This fee must be submitted two or more weeks prior to the scheduled wedding. 

$350 CHURCH AND CAFETERIA RENTAL FEE 

This fee applies to all weddings involving Catholics who are not registered and active parish contributors when both the church and the cafeteria are being rented.  This fee must be submitted two or more weeks prior to the scheduled wedding.
$50 RENTAL DEPOSIT 

This deposit must be submitted in order to guarantee specific rehearsal/wedding dates; it is deducted from the rental fee.
